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/ Air Force Ni-H, Cell Test Program \

State of Charge Test

Presented at: 1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop
Huntsville, AL

Prepared by: Bruce Moore, NSWC Crane Div.

\ Capt. Douglas Smellie, USAF )

Nickel Hydrogen cells are being cycled under a LEO test regime to examine the benefits of
operating the cells at lower States of Charge (SOC) than typically used. A group of four cells are
being cycled using a voltage limiting charge regime that limits the State of Charge that the cells
are allowed to reach. The test cells are being compared to identical cells being cycled at or near
100% State of Charge using a constant current charge regime.
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Air Force Ni-H, Cell Test Program
State of Charge Test

Purpose |
Examine the benefits of operating Nickel Hydrogen cells at

lower States of Charge (SOC) than identical cells being cycled
at similar LEO conditions approaching 100% SOC.

Goals

Determine the effects of lower SOC on cell performance.

Exceed the number of cycles that the sister cells reach before
failure.

\_ )

Four 50 AmpHr 3.5" diameter cells manufactured by Eagle Picher in Joplin Mo. are being used
for the test, part numbers RNH50-43 and RNHS0-53. RNHS50-43 uses a back-to-back stack
design with a 26% KOH electrolyte concentration . RNHS50-53 uses an alternating stack with an
electrolyte concentration of 31% KOH.

Each of the two designs were originally split up into two packs of ten cells each, 3314E and
3214E. They are running an identical constant current test regimes with a C/D ratio of 1.03 to
1.04 at 40% Depth of Discharge and 10 degrees C. Approximately one year or 5000 cycles later
the four cell SOC test pack, 3001C, was started. Two cells from each design were combined into
one pack. The charge and discharge for the SOC test pack are identical to the onginal packs with
a voltage limit placed on the charge cycle that will cause the current to taper towards the end of
the charge.
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Air Force Ni-H, Cell Test Program

State of Charge Test

Manufacturer I Eagle Picher, Joplin
Capacity 50 AmpHr
Size | 312"
Separator | Asbestos
Part # RNH 50-43 | RNH 50-53
Stack Configuration |  Back to Back | Alternating
KOH Concentration ' 26% | 31%

Air Force Ni-H, Cell Test Program

State of Charge Test
Pack ID Sg)(?'lfce:st 3214E 3314E
# of Cells 4 10 10
RNHS50-43 R
Part # RNEH40.53 RNHS0-43 | RNHS0-53
DOD 40%
Temperature 10 Degrees C
Discharge 40 A for .5 Hr
26.11 A with 26.11 A for .766 Hr
Charge taper for 1 Hr 2.58 A for 233 Hr
(Voltage Limited)

\_

Recharge = 103% /
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Air Force Ni-H, Cell Test Program
State of Charge Test

State of Charge Definition

100% SOC - The point during a C/2 Charge that the cell
pressure no longer increases at a linear rate.

0% SOC - The point during a C rate Discharge that the cell
voltage reaches 1.0 volt.

SOC will be checked prior to life cycle and will be checked
every 5000-10000 cycles.

= /

For the purposes of this test, 100% state of charge is defined as the point during a C/2 charge that
the cell pressure no longer increases at a linear rate. 0% state of charge is the point during a C
rate discharge that the cell voltage reaches 1.0 volts. Prior to starting life cycle, the four cells
destined for the SOC test were cycled to find the zero and one hundred percent SOC points.
According to the results the pressures related to those points are 80 and 590 psi respectively.
Although this data is probably accurate for the cell in its current state it is not useful information
for the purposes of life cycle testing.

An examination of the Trend Plot for 33 14E shows that at the beginning of life, the End of
Charge (EOC) pressures were at the same 590 psi for the SOC test cells. After only 1000 cycles
the EOC pressures were reduced to approximately 425 psi. It appears that changes occur very
quickly during the first 1000 cycles of a life cycle regime. Since the SOC test cells seem to follow
the characteristics of their sister cells, the 425 psi EOC pressure value was assumed for 100%
SOC.

The target SOC for the test cells is 60 to 70%. This value was chosen to keep the cells at
significantly below 100% SOC and to provide for a reserve capacity at the end of discharge, in
this case 20 to 30% of rated capacity. Assuming the previously stated values of 425 psi for 100%
SOC and 80 psi for 0% SOC, the pressure should be maintained at 304 psi for 65% SOC.
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Air Force Ni-H, Cell Test Program

State of Charge Test
1.507 C Rate Discharge to 1.0V 600

\
S 140 T
S ! 75
— (=S
S 1.304 400 —
z R
o il ls00 @
& 120 “~_ ell Voltage 300 7
) ; -
5 1107 200 &
S | Cell Pressuré i ©
Z  100- -100 >

0% SOC

2

- 0
4 .6 8 1.0 1.2
Charge Time (Hrs)
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NSWC Crane

Pack ID 3214E

Voltage/Pressure/Recharge EOC/EQOD Trend Plot

10 cells
08/05/93 - 10/25/94
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NSWC Crane

Pack ID 3314E
Voltage/Pressure/Recharge EOC/EOD Trend Plot

10 cells
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Voltage/Pressure/Recharge EOC/EOD Trend Plot
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Air Force Ni-H, Cell Test Program
State of Charge Test

Pre Life Cycle Cell Capacities
C Rate to 1.0 Volt
| RNH50-43 | RNH50-53
Temp 3314E 3001C | 3214E 3001C
-5 °C 62.94 60.84 65.69 65.23
' 0°C 68.64 6733 . 74.14 75.60
. 10°C 58.10 55.68 | 64.98 62.41
20 °C 51.58 5230 | 59.15 58.78
30 °C 49.37 4985 | 53.56 55.11

Capacities for pack 3001C were measured after | vear standing open circ

\discharged at 5 degrees C.

uitj

The SOC test cells will be cycled with a C/2 charge and C rate discharge again at 5000 cycles to
determine the pressure values for 0 and 100% SOC. The SOC/pressure relationship will also be

checked again every 5000 to 10000 cycles.

Prior to life cycle testing the four SOC test cells were stored discharge, open circuit at 5 degrees
centigrade for one year. Comparison of the sister cells that started life cycle testing one year
before the SOC test cells show very little difference in the capacities. The reported capacity
values for the SOC test cells in pack 3001C are after the one year stand. The capacity was not
checked when they were received.
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Air Force Ni-H, Cell Test Program

State of Charge Test

Discharge/Charge Profiles
Cycle 1000
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Air Force Ni-H, Cell Test Program

State of Charge Test
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Air Force Ni-H, Cell Test Program
State of Charge Test
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Air Force Ni-H, Cell Test Program
State of Charge Test
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Air Force Ni-H, Cell Test Program

State of Charge Test

Concerns

designs.

-

Sample is small. Only four cells are being used for the
comparison of the SOC charge regime.

Possibility of voltage divergence because of the different cell

Possible effect of capacity checks on life of cell.

.

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop

-258-

Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session



(00S52£—SSVN 1084110 YSYN I9pun pauLioLiod)

JOVdS OHLSV VILIIHVIN NILHVYIN
OJBI20BI0ONN "y pue qoiy M°F 'sqqld ‘WM ‘Hauuag M'D

I4SHD/VSVN
piebuip "g'y asyoewauuep ‘3'H ‘oY ‘W'D ‘sAdy ‘r'g

Aq

Alquiassy Aianeg LIWY—-SO3T 8yl Jo uoneariqed pue ubiseg

30VYdS OH.LSY VLIIIHVYIN NILHYW

VALIIMOW NILEYW

-

-259- Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop



siaAlq ubisaq e
Alquiassy Aisneg —
|eSIUBYIDN —
jewriay] —
[eouo9|3 —
Atewwung ubisaq e
sjuawalinbay |aA97 doj e
S9oeLId1U| Yeloddedg e

30VdS OHLSY V1IIIHVIW NILHVIN

VALIIMY W NILEIY W

<

SUIRNO

-260- Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop



MARTIN MARIETTA ASTRO SPACE

2
k
4
g
3
;
g
&

Battery Assembly/Spacecraft Interface

Velocity
Direction

Y,

HighGain
Antenna

Power Equipment Module Battery (PBAT)
@/ :

Housekeeping
Equipment
Modules

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop

Solar Array
Assembly

Earth
Direction

2
]
E
2
D
=
-
<
m
m
—
>
(-
)
adt
©
Som
03
30
@ 23
\ & m
X
()
n
-261- Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session



lvad

ivdad

ainpow 1uswdinbg sJemod
B —

30VdS OHISY VLLIHVIN NILHVIN
VLR =TI NILE WA

saljquiassy Aianeg pajesbaluj

-262- Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop



(s1199 €6 ‘@ousliog xew) sdwy 221 abieyn xe sdwy €2 — —

30VdS OHISV V1I3IHVIN NILHVYIN

sjuawaiinbay janaq doy

Am__mc €q .mocm_om xm_>_v wQE< L'0¢ mm._mcom_ﬁ XN maE< 0g —— "
juaiing — M
(eJeS pue [eAIAING) %0701 XeN %0€ — — D
(1199 £G ‘©ouBI9S XBW) %9°61 XeN %GE — — :
(S1199 G ‘@oualog Xen) %161 XB %0€ —— W
abieyosiqg Jjo yideqg —
(ejes pue [eAIAING) 6°08 01 8} 1’68 01 0°'¥S — —
(eous10g XeN) +°08 01 2°0L 1’68 01 0°HS — —
abejjop — m
G'LS D00€ 18 0°2h ——
GbS D002 18 0°0G — —
G'b9 D00} 18 0°LG — — 5
0°G9 Do0 1 8'8G — — W,
(wnuuy sinoH dwy) Ayoedes - mu
UoIi}dipaid 10 |enjoy a:m_.:o.__scmm [eJ14}09]F e .m,
)
=

VALFIEVA NILEIYW



(P10D 103) D05} Xew Do€ 1vdg o} 1vdd ——

(P10D 103) Do€°2 Xew D00} dwo( o} dwoq — - .
(P10 103) Dol'2 XeW DoL SWOQ O} YOBlG — - :
(P109 103) Jot'2 Xew O 1199 0} 180 —— S
SjusIpely [eway) — m
(90uB19S XBI) D06°E 0} Dol’} D00} 0} DoG— —— g
(99ua10g UIIN) Dol'¥ 01 D09°2 D00} 0} DoG— — —
sywi aamesadwa] Bunesado -
uonoIpaid 10 [enjoy juswalinbay jewiay e

-264-

Buipeo| o11SNOJe |9A3] uonedyiiend ——
JUSWUOIIAUS UOIBI9[929. Yyoune — —
sases peo [einionils —

(Kousbunuog sqj z°L1) Lv0E (LvEg) 6'51E — - :
(Rouabunuon sqi +°01) 2°66¢ (Lvad) 1oL —— w
(wnuwixepy) ssen — m

uoloIpaid 10 |enloy juswalinbay [eoiueyosy e M

3

3

VAL TIMNVW NILLEYAN

30VdS OHLSY VLLIIVI NILUVIN @ sjuswialin U@E _0>¢l— QO-—-



(1199 yoes 10j) yg39H ubnouyy
(1199 yoes J10yj) ys3oH ybnoayy

Anawaja) ‘dway 1199 1ybij4 o

Anawaja) abeyjon (189 1ybij4

HNa419/sieis—1 "dwal moj pue ybiH uonosload ‘dwa) J8pun pue JoAQ —

(n/g % "1d S]041u09) ||99 Jad 10}SIULIBY] BUO

'VS30H ubnoayy

VS3OH ybnoayy

1IN2419 4ad s|j92 XIS

sHna41o dnyoeq pue Aiewnd sjeiedag
Aiqwasse Aejau Jajsued) 1ybi4/3sH
(Lvg 1od ) Ndg

(1120 J1ad auo) Ajquiasse yoiims ssedAg
a)ejdeseq @ A|quasse anad|s/||9D
Alquesse Aejai snq 0JAd

pieog asn4

uonejuswajdwy

|]0JUOD J0)SIWIBY | —

S1IN2419 dnyoeq suiN —

sHnouo Atewid sulN -

1NnouIo Jad s|je9o ajdnjnw —
|OJIUOD I191BOH e

uonejos! wbi4/3sO -
Answeja) ainssaud [jan o
uonosaloud [|@o uadQ e
ubisap |ew.iayl aAlONPUO) e
snq o0JAd poje|os]
s1ndlno pasnj} ino4 e

la)aweled

JOVdS OHISY VIL1IIHVW NILUYIN
VALTIMVWN NILMOW

Aewwwing ubisaqg

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop

Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session

-265-



SOA

SOA

S10199UuU09 (/}) ussluanag

dnyoeq pue Aiewd

dnyoeq pue Aiewld

dn)oeq pue Aiewlid

junys 4919w eiA dmyjoeq pue Alewiid

Ndd eIA

Ndd 0} s1NJJId 934yl

Alquiasse apolip Jomod abieyd
[ealiquin ©°%] 3g9 ein edl ‘edl ‘idl
|eoljiquin °4°?) 389

Ajquiasse Aejad umoplal/4syv
Ajquiasse Aejal umoplal/3sH

uoneiuawadwy

dnyoeq pue Alewud pajejos| —

sjeubis pue iomod pajejos| —
9oBLI9IUI J0}OBUUOY)

ainjesadwa) joued Aianeg —

(popuedxa) abejjon Aieneg —

abeljon Aieneg —

jua.ind Aianeg —
Anoswaja) sniels yijeay Lvg e
|OJ1UOD | /A JUBPUNPAY e
uonosuuod Jomod abiueyy e
uoile|nsul 8|qnop S|GeIJLIDA e
Joliuow "dwial [j99 INd g punoliy) e
uonodUN} UMOP1S| PUNOUL)
1o11uow 96e)|OA || PUNOUK) o

lo)aweled

FIVdS OHLISY VII1IIUVW NILHYIN
VALTIMUW NILM VA

Aewiwng ubisag

-266- Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop



1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop

-267-

w
L ©
h X
)
q:
JE
Ny <
S =
RE
N <
E = £ \— BAT PWR 1
= - BAT PWR 2
= T54
E ) GsE/Flight sev 9| ° 7 BATPWR 3 | BFC
S JE BDU Transfer BAT PWR 4
Relav Fuse Board
/ | Assembly
GSE Assembly | | ppy _<:§
PDLF B M Chg Power (GSE)
Bat \ g}(r}SE)
X2 Bat v B/U PDU
Bat V Exp Pri
Chg Diode Assy BauV Exp B/U
+
- ' - \ Cell Bypass
PDU S\gnTs e - \i‘ Switch X54
X3 ; / Pyro Bus Pwr (X4) PRA
BT22 == Pyro Bus
- Rélay Assy
-2
Heater Circuit (For Six Cells + = — Cell volty E ;
T / Lé,tsdo)wn (54 cells)| € :
HCE $ PRI gg%ﬁggwn 55 wires) 53
F b= Cell volts (54 cells)
HCE = B/U e (BCVM) Tim (HCE)
(55 wires)
E HCE x6| Thermistor
o -
o) HCE X1 Fsor TPRT) BT1 > il
BAT Current (PDU)
S HCE xi] Fedemeer Y (P
[ 1| Hi Tem Y BAT Pwr Rtn (X4)BPC
- HCE X1 Tigar /W) " BAT Current (PDU)
=< HCE x1| Lo TemPB/U) Meter B0
(&) T-Stat Shunt
o Assembly
— X9 Chg Power Rtn (X3) (GSE)
m Bat V Rtn (GSE)
Bat V Pri Rtn
— Bat V B/U Rtn
m Bat VExp PriRtn | PDU
c Bat V Exp B/U Rtn
V/T Rtn (X3)
@) Pyro Bus Rtn (X4) PRA
pre
Q
c
-

Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session



MARTIN MARIETTA ASTRO SPACE

MARTIN MARIETTA

HCE tSig Cell Temp (1-54)

Cmd Letdown Relays
ot

Sig Cell Volts (1-54
ig Cell Volts ( )>

Sig Cell Volts ( 1-54)
¢

Power | Sig BAT Volts B/U

Distribu—| _Sig BAT Volts Exp Pri
tion [T
Unit ¢S|g BAT Volts Exp B/U

g Heater Sig Letdown Relay - GSE
Control Status
=) Electron-— BAT Test Point (1,2)
4o} ics A -
S
S
O
Pat’
c
- Cmd Pyro Bus Enable
> i
= Cmd Pyro Bus Disallle, Battery
QO Sig Pyro Bus RI Assembly| ~ Cmd GSE/FIt Trans
y Status —
E BDU & Relay
2 .‘Eg Panel Temp (1,2) PBAT Sig Green Wire
Q Bus Sig BPM Output (1-4)| and
Data [
- : BBAT | Sig Cell Temp (1-4)
- Unit | Sig GSE/FIt Trans Relay et
Status (1,2
% (12 Sig BAT Volts GSE
v T ZERO
c Sig GSE/Flt Trans Relay
—

© Status
E Sig BAT V/T (1-3) ]

e Sig Cell Press (1-4)
& PDU leS2BAT Current (1,2) >
8 Sig BAT Volts Pri
©
c
=
7p)

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop ] -268- Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session



[H]
2 K
E 3
o
[
q
<
§ E Htr Pwr Pri (1—-9) > BAT Pwr a,b,c,d
N B Htr Pwr Cntr Pri (1-9) .
IE § > BPC
E é » Htr Pwr Rtn Pri (1-9) B BAT Rtn a,b,c,d
=
HCE Hir Pwr B/U (1-9) |
Htr Pwr Cntr B/U (1—9;
‘Htr Pwr Rtn B/U (1-9)

Battery Pyro Bus Pwr
Assembly
PRA
Pyro Bus Rtn
PBAT t=
and
BBAT
Charge Pwr
P
Charge Rtn
GSE
BPMPwr _,, . BPMPwrap
le BPM Pwr Rtn PDU
BPM Pwr Rtn a,b

Signal, Command and Telemetry Interfaces

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop -269- Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session



PS—LI[ —

wiL 3N T 1PD -
umopw ) —

g € .ILA —

w7 LA -

mya T LA

wy (/4 dx A e —
my 1 dxy A 1ed —
uly /g A 1ed —
upyg Ml A e —
SO URL A vl —
upy snyf 014 —

ujy sngf oI J —

uy sngf 01k J —

€S-LIf ——
TU-IM-ETV —

LI ——

D€V ——

TV-THETIV —

= g

a1y

a g |
I

uy Sng 0ILJ -
uny Mg 34D —
ung Mg 3q) —
uy am( 340 —
upy IMJ -
ujy Im | —
Uy JA (] —
unj s —

Assy J0)S1S0Y
PIdld ASH OL

(A4

(21

Jegy sugl

Ml

£v

(€.LH)

) Jug snyg

d0L
IXaN 0L

SUOI102UUO0D 19MOd YoBd (19D 221yl aAnebaN 1soin

Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session

-270-

3DVdS OHISY YLIIIHVIN NILHVYIN

ubisaq |eou109|3 Moed 119D @31yl

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop

VAL TIZMIV A NILEYN



laued quodAauoH
Kiquassy fianeg

\I €dl

B e

[V | B

(uordey ‘01D ‘ALY ‘wiayl09)
uone|nsuj

Y EETS

cdl

(19A9] youd 100 201
PUE 2AJD[S/[[92 1V

Vidl

[9A9]
A1quiasse A1aneq oy
18 pappe S1InoIo sy,

UN2IID J01Sisay
pe3ig as3

(19A9] Assy
Lvea 1v)

—didl

FOVdS OHLSY VLIIIHVYIW NILHYI

uonejnsuj s|jqnoq ajqetjiaap

VALIIZEIV N NILET A

-271- Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop



TSI — 9r
1-91f

1-s1f

y-sir
<1l

IV

v

(A4

124

?J&m

—¢-1r
€1l
1-€1f

1iad

I HNJAID IolEe3aH

3DVdS OHLSY VLLIIHVI NILHVIN
VALSIIMV N NILMVN

S}HINJJ1D J91eaH Yoed 18D 9yl

-272- Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop



Lan'd |
€91 -

9-sir
s-sif

9911
s—91f

(A4

TH.L

-1l Ill_
v —vir
} MIN2JID Jajedy e

3OVdS OHISY VLLIIHVYIW NILHUYW
VALIIMNVW NILLV W

SHNOUID 19)BaH Yord |19 994y

Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session

-273-

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop



sal|quiasseqns |eou109|3 —
saljquasse yoed |90 8aiyl -
Sal|quIasSSe dAd3|S/||eD —
sal|jquiasseqns |je 1S9l pue }jing e
Alquiessy pieog asnd | —
(s10199uUu09 7} ym) Alquiassy xog 10}09UU0D/IDN0D e
Alquassy 11na.1D Joisisay padig as3 + —
Ajquiassy apoiq iemod abieyd | —
Aiquossy Aejoy sng oifd | —
Alquiassy Aejad umopla/3sy | -
Alquassy Jaysuell Wbi14/3so T -
Alquassy 1unys 1019 | —
(Ndg) Alqwessy J0HUON ainssaid Ausneg v —
sal|quiasseqns [eoL}09|] e
soljquasse yoed |90 @24yl 81
solquiasse yoyms ssedAg g —
SOI|qUIISSE 9N93|S/[I9D PG *

Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session

274-

3OVdS OHLSY VLLIIUVIN NILHVN
VAAALSIIMN VW NILEIYVN

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop

ubisaq sejnpo Alquiassy Aleneg



Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session

-275-

luswiaiinbal 93 10y ade) Jaddos ym swess 19100 Ile ade] —
19n092 Aiayeq jjei1suj -
$10}09UU09 0] SalIM 31N0oY —
Buriim juiod o3 Juiod jeuy 9)e|dwon —
loued quiooAauoy o0} sojjquiasseqns |BOLI1O9}D jjelsu| —-
|oued quoosAauoy o0} syoed |99 994y | lleisu| —
[ana] Ajlquiasse Aianeq ay) 1e ajesbayu| o

JOVdS OHISY VI1IIIHVYIN NILUYIN
oy r———— \@ ubiseq Jejnpopy Ajquisssy A1oneg

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop



lo)siwiayl

19189

Joisiwiay] ‘siolsisay oml "

(xs) sMog

AN

l_-

oN99|S

3DVdS OHISY VLIIIHVIN NILUVIA

Alquiassy aAa3|S/II9D

VALENIZM W NILEIY N

-276- Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop



(x2) 4a111eD 241

(x2) Jeqsng |jeoia1u]

30VdS OHLSY VLIIIHY NILHVI
VALTIM N NILE Y \@

Noed |18 9a1y|

-277- Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop



Assy Aejay

D Ndg WNdg ' WNd8g Ndg _ U
Assy Aejpy
Jsjsuel]l o4 N D JduTD ) ) D i I W\
Ne22Z2 0 o V774w 7 N2 R Y Y/ A%
e
AN LA 95 A EJ
¢
o_moomoomvoiomqomnownoqonmomomu
Assy apoiq 1A
1amod abieyd — ol 6% °ly SF °ly L€ °lie 1€ 7)Y v
1=R | ov d NG IING 2. S i
on (] om (] om o O o/ - O (] o”
vG ¢q N 124 LY MoN¢ %4 9¢ G¢ 0¢ 6¢C YJ
NSNS NEREIANNNTS N s 5 LINNNNES
i SO s g YL Nrrr i
>mw< wm_uwm o9 % A 55 WA ]
M —
il ) s ) E omao N [) ¢t ongu Ll ) gl ) ﬂo £l o ve ME'
= o o b o 0t o sh 9 (44 Y 1A D/
Junys 1919 — L) o L o ct 91l° ot 61 °)\° T4
o (o] o (o] 0, o O o OI EO Om o H> (o]
4 ¢ LNEE 6 KN v JL St B oz 1z KRN\ 9z /2
N ” //
RN\ FenIEN NN ZONNLIN NN
0 () [ () 1] |1 }.l

a9jsuell wybud

~ Assy Aejay
sng o4Ad

fssy youms ssedAg /

inoAe |sued 1vdd

/ Assy )oed 1[9D 334l

JOVdS OHLSY VLIIIHYIN NILHVIN
VALTIIMTIN NILEI YN

Alquiessy Aianeg

-278- Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop



Assy Aejay

Assy Aejay

umopia O I9TSueIL Tqbiy 5
unys Ja1ep - // _
22 s R |
> 95 Assy
Zoan - — 9¢ —&o 8¢ ° |, oed 1199 @81y
rody=- ‘\\A . “ , M
g of 1 ¢ A ¥E ol L&
1% _ o (4 1A 15
b( | ¢ ° of G¢ 9 of 6%
SYE S o » = £¢ e ) 3 Ly
1 yr 4 i
Nl v J==< vt = 5\ UL BN — or )3
s oRxebzc i |12 ) >4 2
T 8 o % 0¢ M z v )
(= .,
N\ ¢ W& N\ 8¢ . N 2 4
°of 6C 2 °of Gt
Pl 6 5 1L o s ~ M\N/ w1 - ) LY d
()
\“‘“\M o1 Q m - [ov4 oOm “ \\\wﬂw 9y o D
Zl "o || 3 S %4 05 . 1254
Al Q e} W\ aA .
°ol ¢1 = 6 = Q\ 6V H\\\;
z (44 077, S D
Gl © 1A o o of \G
AL £z 1z Jo A o ¢S 9
§1 )3 61 ) mn °
o mm S 0z v
Assy youmg ssedA i
()] | )]
@) O O

/ Assy Aejoy /

sng o0ihg4

Assy apoig

Assy Aejay 1omod sbieyn

49jsuet] b4

/

InoAeT jsued J1vgg

30VdS OHISY VLLIIHVIN NILUVIN

Alquiessy Aianeg

VALTIMNVN NILE YN

-279- Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop



sqj L'66¢
19N0D) pue [oued

JOVdS OYLSY VLLIIHVIN NILUVIN
VALTIMON NILYH W

<

19n09 Aiayeg 9|Npo 1omod

-280- Nickel-Hydrogen Design Session

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop



MARTIN MARIETTA ASTRO SPACE

MARTIN MARIETTA

Panel and Cover
304.7 Ibs

Hex Bay Battery Cover
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HISTORY OF USE BY ESA \

Silver cadmium batteries have been used on a considerable
number of ESA scientific spacecraft where high levels of
magnetic cleaniiness were mandatory:

SPACECRAFT LAUNCH DATE  Number of batteries

HEOS -1 Dec. 1968 1(5 Ah)
HEOS - 2 Jan 1972 1(5 Ah)

GEOS 1 April 1977 1(16 Ah)
ISEE -B Oct 1977 1(10 Ah)
GEOS 2 July 1978 1(16 Ah)
GIOTTO July 1985 4(16 Ah)
CLUSTER (x4 S/C) Dec. 1995 4 x 5 (16 Ah)

N\ /

Yardney silver cadmium cells have been used on all the above spacecraft. Geos, Giotto and
Cluster use the YS16(S)-4 16 Ah ceil. The battery design for Cluster is identical to Giotto.

The 4 Cluster spacecraft will be in elliptical 66 hour polar orbits. During the 2.5 year missipn the
batteries will see a total of about 35 charge-discharge cycles with a maximum depth of discharge
of 65%. 32 of these will take place during 4 short eclipse seasons which occur roughly every

6 months.
CLUSTER BATTERIES \

o 7EM+3 QM + 20 FM + 2 FS = 32 BATTERIES

« Each Battery contains 14 16 AH Yardney Ag-Cd cells
(identical battery design to Giotto)

» Min 22 cells required in order to make matched battery of 14
cells. Additional 44 cells procured for special tests

s 748 dry cells fabricated Dec. 1991
» EM cells activated Jan. 1992. Capacity nominal
* QM cells activated June 1992. Capacity nominal

\ _

Cell activation entails filling with electrolyte, 3.5 formation cycles, cell sealing, last formation
discharge, 5 stabilization cycles, and 2 acceptance cycles. This is carried out in groups of 22
cells. Matching cycles are then performed and the 16 best matched cells shipped for battery
manufacture (14 cells + 2 spares).
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BATTERY MANAGEMENT COMPARISON \

Based on expected spacecraft conditions, the
following standard capacity cycles were defined:

* GIOTTO:

— Charge: 0.53 A to 1.51 V (average) followed by taper charge
ending when current reaches 0.18 A

— Discharge 8A constant current to 0.9 V (average)

* CLUSTER:

- Charge: 0.53 A to 1.51 V (average), no taper charge
— Discharge 4A constant current to 0.9 V (average)

N\ /

In contrast to the Giotto program, taper charging is not implemented for Cluster. Both programs
employ a trickle charge when the battery voltage falls below 19.43 (1.39 V/cell).

CLUSTER BATTERY FABRICATION Probiem 1 \

* EM 1-5 Battery construction June-Nov. 1992
* Battery electrical tests in Oct. 1992 :

— Expected capacity: 16 - 17 Ah
— Acceptance minimum capacity: 15.2 Ah
— Measured capacity: 11.5- 12.2Ah !

EM 6-7 & QM battery construction Oct.-Nov. 1993

Battery electrical tests in Nov. 1993:
~ Measured capacity: 13.4- 14.8 Ah !

\- /

Cells were not cycled by the battery manufacturer until after battery construction, which involves
potting the cells into the aluminum structure. The low capacity was found both before and after
battery vibration and thermal vacuum tests.

L]
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INVESTIGATION PLAN \

« ESTEC Energy Storage Section was asked for
practical assistance May 1993. 3 parallel activities
initiated:

- Comparative cycling of spare EM and Giotto cells which had
been in cold storage in the ESTEC European Space Battery Test
Centre for 8 years followed by tear-down analyses

- Review of cell activation data, procedures and QA
documentation

— Extraction of relevant cell and battery data from earlier
programs in order to establish a norm against which to compare
the Cluster data

- /

Cells were immersed in a water bath at 20 deg.C for all electrical tests. The reference electrodes
were pieces of cadmium wire, mechanically cleaned and washed in hydrochloric acid, water and
potassium hydroxide immediately before insertion into the cell. Inside an oxygen - filled glove
box, cell tops were pierced with a 1 mm drilt and a 0.4 mi electrolyte sample taken with a syringe.
The reference electrode, sheathed in PTFE tubing except for the last 1 ¢cm, was inserted and
the cell re-sealed with epoxy cement.

INITIAL CYCLE RESULT SUMMARY \
CELL Storage |Capacity |Chg.-limiting | Disch.-limiting | K2CO3
time (Ahj electrode electrode | (wt%)
OLD CELL 022 105y (118 Ag Cd 13.7
GIOTTO 451 8y 124 Ag Cd 7.6
CLUSTEREM 012 (20m 13.8 Ag Cd 10.0
CLUSTERQM 466 |14m 15.8 Ag Ag 9.8
FRESHCELLO0E |1m 18.5 Ag Ag 9.8

N\ _/

It is noteworthy that the lower capacity cells are all cadmium - limited on discharge. As cells age,
carbonate ions build up in the electrolyte as a by-product of oxidation of the cellophane
separators. The level of carbonate present was considered an important parameter both as an
indicator of the extent of the attack and because high levels are known to impede operation of
the cadmium electrodes. The concentrations measured in the test cells were unexpectedly
high, but the activation of cell 006 at ESTEC revealed that the levels already reach about 6 wt.%
at the time cells are first sealed. This is formed presumably during the deliberate overcharge that
takes place during the first formation charge.
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REFERENCE ELECTRODE RESULTS (end of 4A discharge)

New (006) QM spare (466) EM spare (012}

1.20 1.20 1.20

. ..\ \
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v v \
0.80 0.80 \ 0.80
0.60 0.60 } 060
¢ 40 0.40 0.40
0.20 0.20 0.20
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—_— IS g 1
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(0.8 Ahidivi---> (0.8 Ahsgiv)---> (0.8 Ah/div)--->

Cycles with reference electrodes were extended to 1.56V on charge and 0.2V on discharge
(except for cell 006 which only went to 0.9 V on discharge). In all cases charge was limited by
the silver electrode since the cadmium reference - cadmium electrode potential remained within
+/- 20 mV right up to the end of charge. On discharge (above), both electrodes can bé seen
eventually to polarize with respect to the cadmium reference. On the basis of which electrode
polarized first, one could conclude that the discharge capacities of the two electrodes were
within 0.5 Ah of each other in all cases including the ‘fresh’ cell 006 (the curves for which can be
superimposed upon those of QM 466). This is not enough to explain the differences in
capacity. However, fresh cells should have a much larger excess cadmium capacity than the
result for cell 006 suggestes. so it is probably not valide to estimate quantitative electrode
capacity differences from this type of data.

* STORAGE DISCHARGED AT -12 DEG.C IS
EFFECTIVE

* EMCELL AND CELLS STORED FOR LONG TIME
ARE CADMIUM-LIMITED ON DISCHARGE

* QM AND ‘FRESH” CELLS ARE SILVER-LIMITED ON
DISCHARGE

* DIFFERENCE IN CAPACITY BETWEEN GIOTTO
AND CLUSTER STANDARD CYCLE IS <0.5 Ah

- /

The question was raised as to the best storage temperature and state of charge for silver
cadmium cells. The remarkably high capacities still available from the cells stored for many years
at ESTEC confirm that -12 deg. C is a suitable temperature. Although most probably
discharged when put into storage, we cannot confirm this with certainty.
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CELL TEARDOWN ANALYSIS \

« No significant differences between cells
found:

_State of cellophane separators similar
for all cells

—Surface appearance of electrodes
(electron scanning microscopy) very
similar

o _/

Cells were dismantled in the oxygen-filled glove box to avoid further carbonation. A sample of
the electrolyte was recovered for analysis and the components were washed in distilled" water
and allowed to dry. The extent of silver penetration of the cellophane separator was estimated
from its appearance and later by atomic absorption analysis. Electrode surfaces were examined
under a scanning electron microscope. The results did not show any abnormalities in any of the
cells studied. Cell 006, which had not been stored long and had seen only moderate cycling
showed somewhat less silver penetration of the cellophane but the electrode surfaces were
indistinguishable from the stored cells.

REVIEW OF EM & QM CELL FORMATION \

 Dry cell build nominal

e During activation the following could have impacts
on subsequent performance:

— Over temperature during parts of EM 1-4 formation (slightly less
for EM 5-7)

— Interruptions during first formation charge of QM cells.
— Cell wetting procedure identified as critical (procedures
changed from program to program
« None of the above could be conclusively linked to
the differences in subsequent behaviour of EM and
QM cells and batteries

. _ J

-

The factors above could all play a role in subsequent performance. in particular, the first attempt
to activate dry Cluster cells at ESTEC confirmed how sensitive the obtained capacity is to the
thoroughness of the electrolyte filling step.
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CAPACITY COMPARISON WITH EARLIER PROGRAMS

23
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It can be seen that the capacities of Cluster EM batteries 1-5 fall significantly below the trend for
all other cells and batteries. Spare EM cells and Cluster QM cells and batteries. on the other
hand, are not anomalous. Cluster EM batteries 6.7 which also gave capacities below the
acceptance level (15.2 Ah), nevertheless show capacities which are nominal when the {(nearly 2
years) interval since activation is taken into account. Since the cells in EM 6,7 were activated in
parallet with battery EM 5, this suggests that the difference may have more to do with the
storage conditions since activation than with the cell formation. Whilst batteries were generally
stored discharged at ambient temperature, detailed records of time batteries spent at different
temperatures and states of charge and are not available (and were not required).

* THERE IS NOTHING WRONG WITH THE DRY CELLS

* CLUSTER EM 1-5 BATTERY CAPACITIES ARE ABNORMALLY
Low

* CLUSTER EM 6-7 AND QM BATTERY CAPACITIES. (AS WELL
AS SPARE EM & QM CELL CAPACITIES), ALTHOUGH LOW,

ARE WHAT WOULD BE EXPECTED FROM PAST
EXPERIENCE WHEN TIME SINCE CELL ACTIVATION IS

TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT
* IT SHOULD BE POSSIBLE TO MAKE FLIGHT BATTERIES
WITH REQUIRED CAPACITY PROVIDED:
— Time between activation and battery acceptance < 6 months
- Storage of cells and batteries cold when not in use
- Cell formation carried out precisely to specification

\_ J
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CLUSTER EM BATTERY INTEGRATION TESTS Problem 2 \

« At the start of integration tests in July 1993,
the EM battery capacities had declined
further to between 10.1 and 11.7Ah

» By Feb. 1994, at the start of cycling on the
Cluster PFM, capacities down to 3.5 t0 4.2
Ah!

» The capacity needed at end of mission is
estimated as 10 Ah

- /

o

Since their construction. the EM batteries had been stored discharged at ambient temperature
for 4 months before they were needed for integration testing. Before the start of these tests, a
further standard capacity check was carried out and revealed a further drop in capacity of all 5
batteries. By February 1994, at the start of cycling test on the Cluster proto-flight model,
capacities had fallen dramatically. Comparing the shapes of the battery voltage curves during
cycling at various times reveals significant changes. particulatly during charge in the second
plateau region.
Battery EM 4 Cell Voltage During Charge

1.6
f——
1.5 —4_?";—
L o—o—0—0—o—0—P—
& 1
8 1.4
: /
>
S 1.3
L]
o
8
g2 /
z Cell accepl'. cycle 13, 92/03/27 =]
3 ——¢—Battery cap cycle, 92/11/28
1.1 —
—_——Gtart PFM cycling 94/02/04
. —B——PFM cycle 5 94/02/11
0 2 4 6 B k] 12 14 16 18

Ah

This compares the average cell voltage charge curves of the cells used to make battery EM 4
with the curves measured at battery level before the start of integration testing. The curves are
dominated by the transition from the first plateau (Ag ----> Ag20) to the second (Ag20---->
AgO). Although these over-simplified reactions would suggest a ratio of the capacity of the
second to the first plateau as 1;1, in practice a cell a fresh cell gives a ratio of about 2.5:1 as was
the case for the EM 4 cells immediately after activation. It can be seen that this ratio has fallen to
about 0.5:1. While the capacity of the first plateau has also fallen, the majority of the capacity
reduction is associated with the second plateau, charge being terminated when the average cell
voltage reaches 1.51 V.
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Battery EM 4 Second Plateau Charge (enlarged scale)
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Here the same second plateau charge data is shown on an expanded scale. The change in
shape of the charge voltage curves can now be seen clearly. From the reference electrode data
from single cell tests we believe that these changes are due only to the silver electrode. ( EM
batteries are not yet available for reference electrode tests). The last curve shows that it is
possible to regain some lost capacity by repeat cycles.

’

Second Plateau Charge During Life Cycle Test at 20 deg.C

1.52 T
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Second plateau average cell voltage charge curves are shown from a 100% DoD life cycle test
on two cells at ESTEC. (Fluctuations during cycle 2 were due to instabilities in the temperature
of the water bath). Although the cell voltage increases with number of cycles, the increase is
rather uniform and the fall in capacity of the second plateau is moderate. The capacity of the first
plateau falls by less than 1 Ah after 66 cycles. These results demonstrate the cell's capability to
meet the capacity requirements at the end of the mission. The observation that storage couid
cause more capacity loss than continuous cycling had, however, not been anticipated and
therefore needed further investigation.
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Internal Resistance as Function of State of Charge (cell 006)
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The change in charge voltage curve with storage was considered most likely to be the result of
silver electrode kinetic limitations caused, for example by morphological changes or surface
contamination. Internal ohmic resistance measurements should provide useful information.
The 'fresh’ cell (006) was subjected to current-interruption internal resistance measurements
during one complete charge - discharge cycle. Results are shown for charge (solid squares) ,
going from left to right and discharge (open squares). going from right to left. Results are based
upon voltage measurements 2 mS before and after the current was reduced to zero by an
electronic switch. Reference electrode measurements in the same cell confirmed that the large
resistance changes are associated with the silver electrode. This is a known feature of the
couple, but it explains how sensitive the second plateau voltage could be to small changes in
the silver electrode surface. (The fall in resistance towards the end of charge is probably
associated with the onset of oxygen evolution. Comparative resistance data are not yet
available for cells exhibiting second plateau capacity loss.

SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS \

« Cells meet life/capacity requirements after
accelerated life tests at 100% DoD

 The shape of the charge curve changes more with
storage at ambient temperature than with life-
cycling .

 The majority of capacity loss on storage is a result
of the increase in second plateau charge voltage

« Available reference electrode measurements on
single cells lead us to believe that this is due to the
silver electrode.

« The effect is partially reversible with extra cycling

\_ /
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Cell Storage test at Yardney

Cell Second Plateau Charge after storage for 6 months
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To settle remaining doubts over the best storage conditions, Yardney stored 5 groups of 4 cells
for 6 months at 0%. 25%, 50% and 100% charged at -12 deg.C.

Standard capacity cycles at 20 deg. C, after removal from storage were performed, and the
second plateau charge region is shown above. It can be seen that all cells stored at -12 deg.C
irrespective of state of charge, showed little change whereas the group stored at 25 deg. C
show a loss of 3 to 4 Ah from the second plateau. The charge curve was rather similar to that of a
cell subjected to 66 cycles (see vu-graph 17). (The variability in voltage near to the plateau
transition is due to the low number of measurements (one per hour)).

* Confirms storage at -12 deg. C. is desirable

* State of charge has less effect on charge curve
(but storage highly charged is expected to
accelerate separator degradation rate)

The capacity of the lower charge plateau is not
affected at all

Flight cells and batteries will be stored discharged
at -12 deg.C whenever not in use

-

As a result of these findings, strict rules for storage of flight cells and batteries are in preparation.

- J

1994 NASA Aerospace Battery Workshop -295- Advanced Technologies Session



RECOVERY OF CAPACITY POSSIBLE? \

» Special charge techniques aimed at
improving charge voltage curve
investigated at ESTEC:

— High current (1 A) followed by taper charge at 1.51 V
» gave no improvement

— “Reflux“ pulse charge
» gave modest improvement (~ 1Ah)

e Details will be reported elsewhere

. /

SR R

A natural question is whether the capacity loss is recoverable or permanent. So far, only slight
recovery has been possible, so it is essential to avoid such losses in the first place.

e N

« Confirms that cells and batteries should be stored
cold and discharged

« Full recovery of capacity loss due to poor storage
conditions does not appear possible

« Main concern is effect of long non-eclipse periods
during mission (5 months at ~ 20 deg.C)

« BUT: GEOS had similar non-eclipse periods and
gave no battery problems during mission

- /

Whereas long periods of non-use at ambient temperature and a charged state can easily be
avoided on the ground, they are unavoidable during the mission, where the temperature during
eclipse-free periods is expected to be in the region of 20 deg.C.

- €eSa
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o CHANGES TO ON-BOARD MANAGEMENT \
g

* Decision to cycle batteries more during
non-eclipse periods (minimum 2/5 batteries
have to be available charged at any time):

— original plan: 2 months charged, 3 months discharged

— new plan: 1 month charged, 1 - 2 months
discharged..............

* Mission simulation battery test in progress
at Yardney modified to conform to new plan

N /

The change in plan reduces the maximum time any battery will be left charged and un-cycled
from 2 months to 1 month.

AFTER EM INTEGRATION TESTS Problem 3 \

> ©Sa

* Integration tests involved intermittent
cycling with irregular interruptions

* After PFM cycling tests, battery capacity
less than 1 Ah!

— Obvious severe mismatch between the states of charge of
the different cells.

~ Some cells must have been overcharged and others
reversed during cycling

\_ _/

During integration tests, battery cycling was started and stopped according to the needs of the

equipment under test. Consequently batteries sometimes remained for prolonged periods at
intermediate states of charge. As a result individual cell's state of charge began to diverge. This
in turn led the most charged cells tending to be overcharged and the least charged celis
reversed in subsequent cycles, because maximum and minimum voltages are defined only at
battery level.
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Discharge of Battery EM 4 with Individual Cell resistors

discnargb interruptdd

Celt voltage (V)

AL ARV

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Ah

Battery EM 4 was discharged connecting 2.8 ohm resistors across each cell. The voltage curves
show an enormous dispersion of 8 Ah between the extreme cells.

Battery EM 4 Charge After Reconditioning

1 1

l:harge current 400 ﬂ

1.3

Cell voltage (V)

1.2 4

10.50 Ah
1.1 4

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800

Time (min)

Following the above ‘reconditioning’ discharge, the next charge was normal again in the sense
that the dispersion in plateau transition times between cells in the battery was 0.50 Ah, very
close to that observed immediately after battery manufacture (0.53 Ah) and even to that during
acceptance cycling of the cells that were made into the battery. This is quite remarkable
considering the abuse some cells had suffered.
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CELL MATCHING WITHIN BATTERY \

* Extra capacity loss due to cell mis-match
recovered by individual cell discharge

* Problem due to overcharge and reversal of some
cells.

» Before PFM cycle testing, spread of individual cell
plateau transition times had remained between .

0.45 and 0.65 Ah, remarkably constant

\- /

Cells in a battery maintain their relative state of charge during normal cycling and storage.
Prolonged periods at intermediate states of charge will eventually lead to mis-match, but the
overcharge and reversal some cells evidently suffered during the PFM cycle test were probably
the main cause. Reconditioning has restored cell's relative states of charge but not the
capacity lost during storage and due to cell overcharge and reversal.

MAXEUM SAFE CHARGE VOLTAGE \

» Cell capacity can be increased by using higher
charge voltage cut-off limit

* BUT dangerously high cell voitages could be
reached in case of cell mis-match

» AND individual cell voltages not accessible by
telemetry

\- /

S

Tests on battery EM 3, in which the end of charge voltage limit had been slightly raised, showed
that the capacity could be increased by several ampere-hours because it was then possible to
get past the hump' in the second plateau charge curve. Itis nevertheless essential to avoid any
cell in a battery being charged into the region where oxygen is evolved from the silver electrode,
because the recombination reaction in such a 'flooded’ cell is too slow to prevent the build up of
dangerously high pressure in the cell. .
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DECISIONS \

» To add cell level reconditioning hardware

on board

_ Battery discharge every month to include individual cell
deep discharge to ensure cell match

e To determine maximum safe cell voltage

- Tests begun at ESTEC to determine voltage at which
oxygen evolution begins to occur

\_ /

Because of the experience with cell mis-match and the unavailability of individual cell voltage
data during the mission, it was decided to implement individual cell reconditioning on board the
Cluster spacecraft. In addition it was decided to determine at what charge voltage (at normal
charge current) oxygen evolution begins to occur.

CELL PRESSURE TEST RESULTS

1.2
1 L]
0.8 « Giotto 452 N -
3 ® Cluster 673 .
£ 0.6 .
] o
£
- 04 .
R4 _—
= .
£ .
0.2 . 0t
° [ ] et ’ .
’ 1 ¢ °°°-q-?' i ¢ aal® °® o @
0 -———.-..'.--.-.‘..U... L N . N 4
° ° . p op e
L
-0.2 }
1.47 1.48 1.49 1.5 1.51 1.52 1.53 1.54 1.55 1.56

Cell voltage

Cells were opened in an oxygen filled glove box and a pressure transducer fitted through a hole
drilled in the fill tube and sealed with epoxy cement. Since the cells were clamped across their
large faces and the free space in the cell plus pressure transducer remained practically constant,
the rate of generation of oxygen is roughly proportional to the rate of pressure increase. There
is a clear difference in the behavior of the old Giotto cell, which begins oxygen evolution at 1.51
V at normal charge rates, and the Cluster cell. Since it appears that this voltage decreases with
aging, it will be necessary to carry out further measurements on Cluster cells in an "end of life"

condition.
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e oy CONCLUSIONS \

» This investigation has to a considerable
extent been a re-learning process

* Recommendations have been made for
activation, storage and handling of flight
cells and batteries

» We are confident that when the above are
observed problems will not recur.

- /

Because of the infrequent use of silver cadmium batteries, continuity in knowledge of how to
handle them has been hard to maintain and this exercise has been scmewhat of a re-learning
process. Whilst we believe we know how to avoid these problems during preparation of the
flight batteries, it is intended to continue these investigations with the aim of better
understanding the underlying processes responsible for them.
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